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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 604

Introduced by Assembly Member Fuller

February 25, 2009

-An act tb amend Section 528é1 of, and to repeal

Sections 52879, 52951, 52952, and 52953 of, the Food and Agriculture
Code, relating to cotton.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 604, as amended, Fuller. Cotton: San Joaquin Valley Quality
Cotton District.

Existing law establishes the San Joaquin Valley Quality Cotton
District for the purposes of promoting, encouraging, aiding, and
protecting the planting and growing of cotton in California. Existing
law establishes the San Joaquin Valley Cotton Board, composed as
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This bill would instead provide that the board has a duty to
periodically review test data and approve for release and planting
cotton varieties, as specified.

Existing law provides that the board has the power to sue and be
sued, and to enter into contracts. Existing law establishes that copies
of the board’s proceedings, records, and acts, when certified by the
secretary of the board, shall be admissible in evidence in all courts of
the state. Existing law authorizes the board to annually assess cotton
growers an amount, as specified, and requires that this money be used
exclusively for promotion, research, and related administrative expenses.

This bill would repeal those provisions.

blicheari  thot :
Vote: majority. Appropriation: yesno. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 52879 of the Food and Agricultural Code
isrepealed.
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SEC. 2. Section 52891 of the Food and Agricultural Code is
amended to read:

52891. The powers and duties of the board shall include, but
not be limited to, all of the following:

(a) Establish a separate Acala and Pima quality standard. When
determining each standard, the board shall consider fiber length,
strength, uniformity, micronaire, seed quality, productivity,
resistance to disease, including verticillium wilt, and spinning
characteristics.

(b) Annualy—Periodically review test data and approve for
release and planting within the district, cotton varieties that meet
the existing Acala or Pima quality standard but are superior in
some meaningful respect, as determined by the board, and that
have qualities generally recognized by the cotton industry to be
essential factors in producing that cotton within the district, or
significant area within the district.

(c) Conduct or commission tests for cotton production and
quality evaluation in accordance with procedures to be adopted
pursuant to Section 52902, and assess fees necessary for
administering those tests.

(d) Conduct periodic referendums, as specified in this chapter,
regarding the continuation of the district. A referendum shall also
be conducted whenever the board proposes substantive changes
in the Acala or Pima quality standard.

(e) Require all cotton varieties approved for release for planting,
and produced in the district, to contain the word “Acala” or “Pima”
in labeling and all lint to be marketed as “SJV Acala” or “SJV
Pima.”

(f) Recommend to the secretary on all matters pertaining to this
chapter including, but not limited to, the program for enforcing
this chapter and the setting of an appropriate seed assessment rate
necessary for the administration of this chapter.

SEC. 3. Section 52951 of the Food and Agricultural Code is
repeal ed.
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SEC. 4. Section 52952 of the Food and Agricultural Code is
repealed.
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SEC. 5. Sécti on 52?553 of the Food and Agricultural Code is
repealed.

52953—TFhe-boeard-shal-develop-a—procedure—for-coHecting
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